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The St Richard’s Ofsted report has just been published and 
as with the St Edmund’s report from September last year, 
there is much to celebrate.  During the academic year, not 
only have we received visits from the Section 5 teams, but 
we have also been visited, at St Edmund’s, by the Section 
48 team (Catholic Ethos).  The Section 5 reports indicate a 
satisfactory quality of education which is improving further 
and the Section 48 report was even more complimentary.  
 
The standards achieved in summer 2009 showed                
significant  improvement right across the age range from 4 
to 19.  The Inspectors recognised this and saw the richness 
of the opportunities for learners across the two schools as 
a reason for believing that the rate of improvement is now 
set to accelerate.  A feature of both Ofsted reports is that 
their targets for improvement were already contained in the         
actions identified by the schools in their Improvement     
Planning documents.  The literacy developments praised in 
the St Richard’s report indicate success in a key area of the 
St Richard’s plan for 2009/10. No doubt this was aided by 
the cross phase project ‘literacy week’ which took place last 
term. 
 
It is very satisfying to see how far both schools have              
developed over the last two years.  The schools have not 
been immune to the financial pressures which affect all 
businesses in the present economic climate.  When St 
Richard’s came out of special measures in March 2008 the 
planning had to include details of what could possibly            
happen if numbers did not return to the levels of 2006.  I 
am happy to say that admissions into St Richard’s and St          
Edmund’s this year are buoyant, in fact in St Richard’s we 
are over subscribed.  This is an accolade to                      
Miss D’Agostini, Mr Reed and their teams across the               
federation who have worked hard to develop the profile of 
this partnership of schools. 
 
I would like to reassure parents at St Richard’s that despite 
any rumours to the contrary the school has no plans for 
reducing classes. We look forward to planning even more 
successful cross phase projects like the Anti-bullying 
Week, Literacy Week and Science Week during the next 
academic year. We will welcome the Section 48 inspectors 
to St Richard’s in September with the knowledge and           
confidence that the same Federation wide leadership team 
that guided St Edmund’s to such a wonderful report in         
November will be there to lead St Richard’s to a similar  
report in the Autumn.  

MAY 2010 
I would like to thank the Extended Schools team led by 
Miss Collins and then taken over by Mr Chittenden 
(Assistant Head) in January, supported by Mrs Martin (St 
Richard’s) and Mr Devine (St Edmund’s).   
 
It may not be common knowledge for parents but through 
their hard work they have achieved extended schools, 
established status and continue to provide so many extra 
opportunities for students and their families beyond the 
school day.   
 

Free Computers for families 
There is a new Government initiative which provides a 
free computer and internet access to families who cannot 
afford to purchase it.  The scheme is closing soon, so 
either visit www.homeaccess.org.uk or contact Mrs          
Martin at St Richard’s or Miss Collins at St Edmund’s. 
 

Induction programme 
For students in Year 6 transferring to St Edmund’s there 
is a comprehensive induction programme organised to 
smooth the way.  The next step is the Induction morning 
on Saturday 22nd May, from 8.45am until 12.30pm.  Most 
of the students have already walked up the hill to St               
Edmund’s on many occasions. 
 

Hungary and Romanian visit 
Students from Hungary visited St Edmund’s and  toured  
local schools in October.  This tour was a great success 
and culminated in a performance including dance,           
singing and poetry in the New Eden theatre at St               
Edmund’s.  The concert was attended by students from 
St Edmund’s and St Richards and the Hungarian stu-
dents were joined by Beznea Brass from Romania.   The 
brass band is from Transylvania representing a hotel run 
by a number of young people rescued from Ceaucescu’s         
orphanages. A true extravaganza of Eastern European 
performing arts. 

 
Internet Safety Evening 

Wednesday 9th June at 7pm 
in St Edmund’s School Hall 

Rebecca Avery from Kent County Council will be coming 
to St Edmund’s to talk to parents and staff about e-safety 
and  the concerns you might have about safety on the 
internet.  This looks to be a very informa-
tive evening so please do come along.   
 
Please note that the evening is                  
unsuitable for under 13’s due to its            
content. 



POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
Attendance and Behaviour 

A big thank you must go to St Richard’s parents for completing 
the questionnaires last term at the consultation evening and 
also to St Edmund’s parents last November.  All staff have had 
an opportunity to respond to this and a working party has been 
set up comprising of staff and governors. The aim is to have a 
draft policy with the Governing Body for their meeting on            
24th June. 
 

Uniform 
I would firstly like to thank the parents of students at St              
Edmund’s for your great support with uniform over the last two 
weeks.  We have intended to review the uniform for all students 
in St Richard’s and St Edmund’s for some time.  Changes to 
uniform cannot happen quickly.  New providers need a few 
months to build up stock and more significantly the present 
companies need to have a years warning so they are not left 
with wasted surplus stock.  Over the next two months we         
therefore plan to consult with everyone to ensure that the            
uniform best suits the majority.  We will be consulting with  stu-
dent voice representatives and hopefully your sons and daugh-
ters will inform you of the ongoing discussions. 
 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
Mr Harvey has been busy preparing students for the concert on 
Saturday, please see more details below. 
 
St Richard’s Year 4 students are learning to play brass              
instruments and Year 5 have started tuition on the recorder 
 
Miss Graham must be congratulated on the development of         
St Richard’s choir. The boys dance group at St Edmund’s took 
a great leap forward on Saturday when they took part in a ‘Boys 
Dance performance workshop’ at Brockhill school in Hythe. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
The SEN Coordinator across the Federation is Mrs Carol 
Wright who leads a team of Teaching Assistants and EAL         
Advisors with a wide range of skills.  Mrs Wright and her team 
have been improving  services in special needs recognised by 
both Ofsted Inspections. We want to improve further in this 
area and have sought advice from Linda Samsum the KCC 
Inclusion and Achievement Advisor who is working alongside 
the leadership team and staff. 

YOUTH DAY 
On the 27th March 2010, The Carmel Centre at St            
Edmund’s school held a Deanery Youth Day. The day 
was run by the School’s Chaplaincy Team,                     
Sophie Moore, Flora Bainbridge, Jack Devine and             
several volunteer Year 11 students.  In total, twenty 
young people were present on the day, the majority of 
which were of primary school age, with several represen-
tatives from St Richard’s and St Edmund’s, as well as a 
few from Whitfield, Aspen and Sandgate Primary.   
 
The aim of the day was to help the young people prepare 
spiritually during Lent, with an opportunity to share and 
develop their faith together in a fun, interactive, but           
focused environment. Throughout the day, the young 
people learnt more about their faith and the journey of 
Lent through the Gospels; with a special focus on the ’40 
Days and 40 Nights’, ‘Prodigal Son’, ‘Palm Sunday’ and 
‘Last Supper’. There were 3 different sessions which    
included art, drama and discussions and they also had 
the opportunity to follow the way of the Crucifixion 
through Stations of the Cross and a period of time to  
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The day ended 
with a lovely mass celebrated by Fr Duncan Lourensz, 
Parish Priest of St Thomas’ in Deal. Families joined the 
young people to celebrate the mass of Palm Sunday to 
start Holy Week. Overall, it was a very successful and 
enjoyable day.  
 

YOUTH MISSION DAY 
We are hoping to run a Youth Mission Day, during           
St Edmund’s school green week.  The day will be based 
on ‘Stewardship’ with hopefully KS3 students involved. 
Dates for the day are yet to be confirmed, so watch this 
space!  
  

YOUTH GROUP 
The numbers of our Carmel Centre Community Youth 
Group just keep going up and up.  We now have at least 
18 children attending with at least half of them coming 
from St Richard’s. Over the Easter period, we have done 
a lot of different arts and crafts activities, and with the 
sunny weather we have been making the most of the 
sunshine and going outside. Recently, we have           
discussed ‘Pentecost’ and the importance of the Holy 
Spirit, with students creating their own dramatic pieces 
on the Holy Spirit. Next term we are hoping to do a trip to 
Connaught Park. Remember, we are always looking for 
new enthusiastic members!!  
 

6TH FORM AT ST RICHARD’S 
Over the past year St Edmund’s 6th form students have 
continued to go into St Richard's School assisting with 
the running of the netball club and supporting sports 

events such as cross-country and tennis 
competitions.  Students are also preparing to 
support the forthcoming sports days at both 
schools.  
 

 Alongside sports, the students have also  
been volunteer readers and supported a 
family learning week as well as running a 
crèche whilst a parent event was held at 
the school. 
 
The students thoroughly enjoy their time working with the 
younger students and we continually look for more 
events to support or introduce. 


