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DRUGS EDUCATION

Named member of staff responsible for Drug Coordinator: Mrs R Easley

This policy applies to all pupils/students, parents/carers, volunteers and staff members attending the school
or whilst on school business including off-site visits and trips.

St Edmund’s School is committed to the Health and Safety of all its members and believe that we have a
duty to support and safeguard the well-being of all its pupils/students. The school is committed to the
principles of the National Healthy Schools Standard.

In response to the schools mission we value the pastoral role in the welfare of our pupils/students, and
through the general ethos of the school, we seek to encourage and develop young people’s learning and
ensure support appropriate to their needs is provided.

Education about drugs is not concerned merely with substance, but with people in their social settings and
therefore should involve the development of attitudes, values and the development of skills, as much as the
acquisition of appropriate knowledge.

Drug issues and concerns extend across socio-economic and ethnic boundaries and pupils/students of all
ages and abilities will encounter both the positive and negative effects of drugs, as used legally in medicine
to aid recovery, or illegal use. Many pupils/students have some knowledge about illegal drugs through the
media, ‘street talk’ and personal experience. The school welcomes and encourages parent/carer and
community involvement it the development of school policy and curriculum delivery.

. To provide a safety, healthy environment in which pupils/students and staff can learn and
develop.
. To ensure all members of the school community know and understand the rules of the school,

the expectations about their behaviour, and the policy regarding drug incidents and concerns
about individuals.

. To promote clarity about the management of drug related incidents in the school.

. To encourage and enable pupils/students to appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle now,
and in the future

. To enable pupils/students to make reasoned, informed choices

. To minimise pupils/students experimentation with illegal or harm causing substances

. To address and take account of local community needs, including the differences and diversity
within the school community.

. To support and engage parents/carers and pupils/students in their own personal learning and
responsibilities.

. To enable young people and staff to access support structures (including the voluntary sector)
e.g. Connexions Services, counselling and treatment

. To monitor, evaluate and review learning outcomes for pupils/students

. To work with KCC and outside agencies, including the voluntary sector, to secure and support a

balanced delivery of a drugs education programme e.g. Community drug Education
Coordinators, Kent Advisory Service, other schools, Healthy Schools Schemes, Healthy
Promotion, Primary Health Care professionals, Community Police, Youth and Community and
Kent Safe schools.

Objectives for Drug Education

. To provide opportunities for pupils/students to acquire knowledge and identify the distinction
between authorised and unauthorised drugs

. To develop and equip pupils/students with the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to build
their resilience and avoid peer group pressure or unwanted drug offers from others.

. To build pupils/students decision-making skills and increased self esteem.

. To engage parents/carers in the school community and learning process

. To enable pupils/students and staff to access support if they have concerns about their own or

others drug use.






